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On Sept. 16, House Speaker Jim Wright (D-Tex.) and Minority Leader Robert Michel (R-Ill.)
worked out a tentative agreement on a plan to provide renewed aid for the contras for a 40-day
period beginning Oct. 1. Michel had initially proposed providing the contras with about $9 million
in military and non-military aid, a plan supported by the White House. Wright objected, and
warned the plan would be defeated. Thus, the two prepared a "compromise," which would give
the contras about a third (estimated $3.5 million) of the original amount to be used for non-military
purposes. Last year's $100 million contra aid appropriation expires Oct. 1. Reagan has said he will
ask Congress for $270 million in aid for the contras for the next 18 months, but administration
officials have not specified when they would submit that request. Michel's original proposal was
to include an amendment in a resolution, to be voted on in the next several days, which provides
for all government programs to continue to be financed temporarily after Sept 30. He sought to
have the contra program funded at the same level as it is now about $9 million for 40 days worth of
military and non-military assistance. But Wright has taken a strong position that there should be no
consideration of military aid while the Central American nations continue to work out details of a
peace accord approved by the five presidents last month. Consequently, the $3.5 million would be
earmarked for purchases of medicine, foodstuffs, uniforms, and the like. The compromise would
extend aid for the contras until about the same time as the Nov. 7 cease-fire target date, but the
period was selected for reasons involving the legislative process. If the compromise is reached as
expected, House members would not be able to vote on the contra aid provision alone, but would
have to pass on the continuing resolution as a complete package, thus avoiding a test vote. (Basic
data from AFP, 09/16/87; NEW YORK TIMES, 09/17/87)
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